


Joining the Dots Workshop 
Parent and Family Engagement 

Vital for transition and student engagement! 
 

Thursday, 25 May 2017 

Trinity Catholic School, Richmond 
 

 



Host Welcome 

Licia Marchese 
Principal, Trinity Catholic School 
http://www.tcsrichmondnth.catholic.edu.au/ 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi8kL66pIjUAhVB1WMKHb_yD_IQjRwIBw&url=http://www.heraldsun.com.au/leader/inner-east/the-smith-family-aim-to-raise-4-million-for-disadvantaged-students-through-christmas-appeal/news-story/f27ced9654b9a4251f55939053a2acb8&psig=AFQjCNGnTM4Uz3qeiXeTG-RZ7WHo5BVNYA&ust=1495706817376187


Welcome 

Rochelle Darby 
Manager Transitions, INLLEN 
http://inllen.org.au/joining-the-dots/ 



Program Outline 

  9:05  Welcome and Joining the Dots Yarra overview ð Rochelle Darby, INLLEN 

  9:15  Table Discussion ð Narelle Struth, CEM 

  9:40  Presentation ð Gail McHardy, Parents Victoria 

10:00  Examples of Good Practice ð Sandra Dickins, Fitzroy High School 

ÅRachel Goldie - St Peter Chanel Deer Park  

Å Joanne Pampanella & Glenn White - Glenroy College 

11:00  Morning Tea / car park swap 

11:20  Table Work ð Narelle Struth 

12:50  Summary and Evaluations ð Rochelle Darby 

 1:00  Close 

 



Housekeeping 

ÅMobile phones 

ÅEmergency exits 

ÅBathrooms 



Joining the Dots Yarra 

ÅSix year primary secondary school transition project 

Å2012 action research project commenced 

ÅInitiative of the Yarra Youth Commitment (cross sector community partnership) 

ÅTwo City of Yarra Investing in Community Grants, 2012-2014 & 2015-2017 

ÅCoordinated by the INLLEN & a cross sector Steering Group  

ÅProject Aim:  

ÅTo identify, implement and evaluate a transition model for young people, their families, the community 

sector and schools, to ensure young people remain engaged in education 

ÅProject expanded into Moreland and Darebin - 3 smaller scale projects 

ÅPascoe Vale Girlsõ College, William Ruthven Secondary College and Reservoir High School Transition Cluster 

ÅFunding support from SFYS and Darebin Council 

 

 



Yarra Transition Model 

1. Strategic Approach 

2. School-Family-Community 

Partnerships 

3. Building Capacity 

4. School Based Programs 

5. Support for Individual 

Students and Parents 



Joining the Dots Yarra 

2012 ð 2014 

ÅSteering Group established 

ÅJoining the Dots Reports 1&2 

ÅAnnual data collection 

ÅJoining the Dots Forum 2013 

ÅFitzroy High School Demonstration 

Project 

ÅDevelopment of the Transition 

Review Process 

ÅDevelopment of the Yarra 

Transition Model 
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2015 ð 2017 

ÅAnnual data collection 

ÅProfessional development 

ÅJoining the Dots Forums 2015 & 2017 

ÅMiddle years brain development 

ÅTransition Review Process x 13 

ÅShared Learning Community established 

ÅPreparing for Secondary School: A Guide for 
Parents 2017 

ÅEvaluation 

 



Resources & other PD Opportunities 

Preparing for Secondary 
School: A Guide for Parents 

2017 

 

Joining the Dots Forum 2017 

School-Family-Community Partnerships 

2 August, 8:30am ð 3:45pm 

Treacy Centre, Parkville 
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Joining the Dots Bus Tour 

26 October, 8:45am ð 1:30pm 

4 Yarra primaries 

 



Table Discussion 

Narelle Struth 
Education Officer, Wellbeing Unit, Catholic Education 
Melbourne 
http://www.cem.edu.au/ 
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Victorian Auditor - DŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ 
Report  2015 
 

Middle-years transition 

The transition from primary school to secondary school occurs during these middle 

years and involves significant change for a child and their family. While the majority of 

children make this transition without disruption to their wellbeing or learning, many 

experience a drop in achievement and engagement with school in the years following 

this transition. 



Of an estimated  

6000  

waking hours each year young people spend 

 1000 in school, and 

 5000 at home or in their community 

(US stats) Harvard Family Research Project 2016  
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